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Father de Guyenne, after much opposition on the
part of the Savages in the neighborhood of Carolina,
succeeded in building two cabins in two different
Villages, to be near at hand to learn their language
and to instruct them; but they were both demolished.
He will be obliged at last to confine his zeal to the
French Fort of the Alibamons,™ or to seek a more
abundant harvest on the banks of the Mississipi.

It only remains, My Reverend Father, to inform
you of the situation of our enemies. They are united
near the river of the Owaclitas, on which they have
three forts.® We believe that the Natckez are as yet
in number about 500 warriors, without counting their
women and children; they were scarcely more than
700 before the war. Among the Yazous and the
Corroys there are not more than forty warriors.
They have planted their corn between two little
rivers which run near their forts. It would only be
necessary to cut off this corn, to starve them during
the winter, but the thing is not easy to effect, from
what the smaller Tribes inform us, who harass them
continually. The Country is cut up by Bayouks
[bayous], and filled with canebrakes, where the
inconceivable quantity of mosquitoes would not
permit an ambuscade to be established for any length
of time.

The Natchez, who were shut up in their forts since
the last expedition, have begun again to show them-
selves. Incensed that a party from Ouwmas and
Bayagoulas had captured one of their pirogues, in
which were seven men, a woman, and two children,
they went in great numbers near a small fort, where
they have surprised ten Frenchmen and twenty
Negroes. There was but one small Soldier with two



